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Dairy Summit 2012...

Thank you for attending….
We are glad you invested your valuable time to attend this event. At the summit, we will be focusing on the economic 
and business aspects of the dairy industry. We will talk about current trends in the dairy industry that help improve 
efficiency and productivity to maximize profitability. The goal of the event is for you and your guest to have a little fun 
while learning along the way. Thank you for attending this year’s Dairy Summit! 

Enjoy your stay while resting and relaxing on Amelia Island!

Amelia Island Facts
- Dimensions of 13.5 miles in length and is 1/2 to 2 miles in width, for a total of approximately 18.2 square miles. It is as  
  far northeast in Florida as you can go, and is across the river from southern Georgia. 
- The distinction of being the only American soil that has been under eight different flags. 
- The distinction of being one of Florida’s first tourist destinations - during the 1800’s, tourists came to Amelia Island via 
  steamboats from New York. 
- The county seat of Nassau County, Fernandina Beach. 
- The distinction of being known internationally as the “birthplace of the modern shrimping industry”. In 2002,  
  14,091,852 pounds of shrimp were caught by commercial fisherman in the state of Florida. Commercial fisherman   
  also landed 38,296,020 pounds of finfish in Florida. Throw in a few million pounds of clams, oysters, lobsters, etc. and   
  Florida’s waters produced at total of 68,315,100 pounds of seafood in 2002. 
- A fifty block historic district, named to the National Registry of Historic Places, with many beautifully restored homes  
  from the turn of the century. 
- The Net House which is the world’s largest producer of handmade shrimp nets for the commercial shrimping industry. 
- Florida’s only oral history museum, the Amelia Island History Museum, which is housed in the old Nassau County Jail. 
- Fort Clinch State Park - where you’ll find a civil war fort and a 1600 foot long fishing pier. 
- 10,549 residents who live in Fernandina Beach (2000 Census). 
- The honor of not being listed as a ‘PLACE’ by the U.S. Census Bureau, so we can’t give you a population figure for the 
  whole island, but we’ve heard guesses at around 20,000. 
- The Palace Saloon, on Centre Street in downtown Fernandina beach, which was the last U.S. saloon to close during  
  prohibition. The Palace Saloon, circa 1878, is the oldest saloon in state of Florida remaining in it’s original location. 
- A railroad depot, built in 1899, which marked the beginning of Florida’s first railroad, and is today still in use by the  
  Chamber of Commerce. 
- America’s skinniest newspaper, published two days a week (most weeks). The Mullet Wrapper is an excellent source  
  for grocery store ads. 
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Dairy Summit Agenda...

Thursday, October 11th
4:00pm – 7:30pm / Dairy Summit Reception / Oceanview Terrace 

Friday, October 12th 
6:30am – 8:15am / Breakfast / Amelia Foyer 

Dairy Summit 2012 Technical Meeting / Amelia 1 
8:15am - 8:30am / Welcome & Introduction to Dairy Summit / Steve Martin
8:30am - 9:45am / Speaker / Michael Swanson, Ph.D. 
Economic and Energy Trends Impacting Dairy’s Intermediate Future
9:45am - 10:00am / Break
10:00am - 11:00am / Speaker / Alois (Al) Kertz, Ph. D., DIPL. ACAN
Raising Replacements in a New Input Cost Environment
11:00am - 12:00pm / Speaker / Casey Bradshaw 
Producing Dairy Calves and Marketing Cull Cows to Add Value to the Overall Bottom Line
12:00pm - 1:15pm / Lunch / Oceanview Terrace 
1:15pm - 2:15pm / Speaker / Chris D. Ashworth DVM 
An Update on Animal Welfare, Animal Rights, and Environmental Concerns in Today’s Modern American Dairy Farm
2:15pm - 3:15pm / Speaker / Gary B. Nowaczyk 
Why Excellence in Forage Production is Key to Long Term Dairy Success
3:15pm - 3:30pm / Break
3:30pm - 4:30pm / Speaker / Dennis Kyllo & Chad Walters 
Buying Feed in a Rapidly Changing Environment
4:30pm - 5:00pm / Closing Remarks / Steve Martin & Jay Thurman

Saturday, October 13th 
6:30am – 10:00am / Breakfast / Oceanview Terrace 
Activities (see details on page 4)
6:00pm – 9:00pm / Dinner / Hotel Beach 

Sunday, October 14th
Depart / Please look at the schedule carefully so you do not miss your flight...
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Dairy Summit Activities...
Golfing
Enjoy golfing on their Audobon certified golf courses right near the ocean. The natural beauty of tidal marshes, 
intercoastal waters, the Atlantic Ocean, and mature live oak trees that surround these courses provide stunning 
and breathtaking views that simultaneously amaze and challenge the novice and professional alike. 
 *Golf Tee Time is scheduled for 8:00am sharp. The tram will take you over to the golf course. Please 
   meet in the lobby and have the front desk call the tram. If you want to practice first, please arrive a 
   little early. 

St. Augustine Tour 
It’s a day long trip through history! Start with a scenic drive down Florida’s First Coast Highway to the nation’s 
oldest city, St. Augustine. Upon arrival, you will board the Historic Tour Trolley and visit the Fountain of Youth, 
Lightner Museum, Oldest School House, and Spanish Quarter. Venture out on your own to St. George Street 
for shopping and lunch. 
 *The bus will depart at 9:30am. It takes about 1-1.5 hours to arrive. The tour generally lasts for 1 hour. 
   Then you will be able to venture out and have lunch on your own, site see and shop. The bus will 
   depart at 3:00pm to return to the resort.

Amelia Angler Deep Sea Charter Fishing
Deep-sea fishermen won’t have to travel far from the Fernandina Harbor Marina to enjoy some of Florida’s 
best blue water fishing. Numerous fish havens can be found from 8-20 miles offshore of Amelia Island and can 
be chartered for a half-day or full day trip. Here, a variety of manmade and natural reefs attract a variety of 
striking fish. 
 *Fishing at 8:00am: The bus will leave at 7:15am from the hotel. You will start fishing at 8:00am sharp 
   and arrive back to the resort around 12:00pm. 
 *Fishing at 12:00pm: The bus will leave at 11:15am from the hotel. You will start fishing at 12:00pm 
   and arrive back to the resort around 4:00pm. 

Spa Day: 
 *Your $100 credit will be available with your name at the Spa. Please arrive 30 minutes prior to your 
   appointment so you can start your massage on time. 
 *Questions or appointment changes, please call 904-432-2220.



Michael Swanson, Ph.D.
Wells Fargo Bank N.A. / Ag Economist - Senior Vice President, 

Michael Swanson is an agricultural economist and consultant for Wells Fargo, the largest commercial 
agricultural lender in the United States. Based in Minneapolis, his responsibilities include analyzing 
the impact of energy on agriculture, forecasting for key agricultural commodities, such as wheat, 
soybeans, corn, and cotton, and livestock sectors, such as cattle, dairy, and hogs. Additionally, he 
helps develop credit and risk strategies for Wells Fargo’s customers, and performs macroeconomic 
and international analysis on agricultural production and agribusiness. 

Michael joined Wells Fargo in 2000 as a senior economist. Prior to working at Wells Fargo, he worked 
for four years at Land O’ Lakes, a large national dairy cooperative based in Minnesota. There, he 
supervised a portion of the supply chain for dairy products including scheduling the production, 
warehousing, and distribution of more than 400 million pounds of cheese annually and also supervised 
the sales forecasting process. 

Michael received undergraduate degrees in economics and business administration from the 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., and both his master’s and doctorate degrees in agricultural 
and applied economics from the University of Minnesota. His doctoral thesis, which the National 
Research Institute and the Norwegian government sponsored, showed how to use value-added 
tax data to better estimate key components of economic activity.

Alois (Al) Kertz, Ph.D., DIPL. ACAN
ANDHIL, LLC / Founder & Owner

Alois (Al) Kertz is the founder and owner of ANDHIL, LLC, a U.S. an international dairy consulting 
business. He has a B.S. in Dairy Husbandry from the University of Missouri-Columbia and his M.S. in 
Dairy Cattle Nutrition from the University of Missouri-Columbia. He then studied the growth and 
development of cattle at Cornell University to receive his Ph.D. in Animal Nutrition. 

Al’s expertise is in nutrition, feeding, and management of dairy cattle from calf, heifer, nonlactating, 
and through lactating stages. He has extensive experience in research and development of feed 
products and programs for all of these stages for Purina Mills and Agribrands International. 

Al is a very involved individual in the industry. He has been the Chair of Foundation Board (2002-2006), 
initiation of S-PAC in 2005 (http://spac.adsa.org/), recipient of Applied Nutrition Award (2006), 
Board of Directors (2006-2009), ADSA Secretary/Treasurer (2009-2012) for the American Dairy 
Science Association (ADSA). He writes publications for scientific journals, numerous popular press 
articles, extensive Purina publications for training and technical reference, with numerous 
presentations to dairy producer groups within the U.S. and in other countries. List available on 
website: www.andhil.com.  

Dairy Summit Speakers...
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“Economic and Energy Trends Impacting Dairy’s Intermediate Future”

“Raising Replacements in a New Input Cost Environment”
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Dr. Chris D. Ashworth DVM 
ELANCO Dairy Business / Sr. Dairy Technical Consultant 

Dr. Chris Ashworth was born in Russellville, Arkansas and raised in Charleston. He attended Louisiana 
State University Baton Rouge majoring in Dairy Science. He attended and graduated from Louisiana 
State University School of Veterinary Medicine in 1987. He then completed a Large Animal Medicine 
and Surgery internship at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign followed by a three year 
residency in Food Animal Medicine and Surgery.

After his residency, Chris stayed as a faculty member at the University of Illinois for two and a half 
years, teaching medicine and surgery of food producing animals. He then served on the Veterinary 
Services staff for Purina Mills, Inc. In this role, he was the national dairy and beef technical services 
veterinarian and managed the cattle portion of the Purina Mills diagnostic laboratory for seven 
years. He traveled the nation extensively, investigating food animal disease issues.

Dr. Ashworth is the owner of New Frontier Angus Ranches based in Fort Smith, Arkansas. This is 
a high technology purebred registered Black Angus seed stock genetics operation using artificial 
insemination, sexed semen, embryo transfer and in vitro fertilization, all in an animal welfare 
friendly environment. Today Dr. Ashworth has cattle operations in Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas. 
Dr. Ashworth is an active member in the industry. In most years Dr. Ashworth will fly close to 
150,000 miles speaking all across the US about the positive attributes of animal agriculture and 
what those opposed to animal agriculture are saying about our food system.

Casey Bradshaw
Consolidated Beef Producers Inc. / Director of Member Services & Business Development

Casey received his Bachelor in Animal Science from Texas A & M in 1995. He began his career as a cattle buyer for Cargill Meat 
Solutions in Dodge City, KS and North Platte. He worked in this role for 6 years. After his experience with Cargill, he became the 
Director of Member Services & Business Development for Consolidated Beef Producers Inc. located in Canyon, TX. CBP is a member 
cooperative that leverages volume placements to increase the value to the packer, and thus price back to the producer members. 
He has worked their ever since and enjoys his work very much. 

“Producing Dairy Calves and Marketing Cull Cows to Add Value to the Overall Bottom Line”

“An Update on Animal Welfare, Animal Rights, and Environmental Concerns in Today’s Modern American Dairy Farm”



Gary B. Nowaczyk
National Alfalfa and Forages Manager / Winfield, a Land O Lakes Company 

Gary grew up working on a large scale apple orchard and vegetable farm in Eastern Michigan. 
He graduated with a B.S. in agronomy from Michigan State University and has a Master’s of 
Business and Administration from Central Michigan University.  

He managed fertilizer locations for Terra in Michigan and served as a Regional Agronomist for 
Agriliance in MI, PA, New York, New England and Eastern Canada. Gary was the corn and soybean 
Regional Product Manager for Winfield Solutions/Croplan Genetics for Wisconsin and Illinois. 

Today Gary is the National Alfalfa and Forages Manager for Croplan Genetic/Winfield Solutions 
and resides in La Crosse, Wisconsin. http://www.winfield.com/default.aspx

Dennis Kyllo
Commodities Plus  /  Founder

Dennis graduated with a Masters of International Management from Thunderbird School of Global Management (formerly the 
American Graduate School of International Management). He then worked at Continental Grain Company in St. Louis, Memphis 
and Chicago and later for A.C. Toepher Ltd. 

Dennis is the founder of Commodities Plus of Spokane, Washington. He founded his company over 22 years ago. His team 
developed a business model that combines and channels the purchasing power of the end users through one voice. He provides 
market & price transparencies to expand price discovery to a broader supplier base and lends professional advice 
on potential opportunities. 

Chad Walters
Commodities Plus 

Chad Walters is a dairy feed advisor, and has worked with dairies in Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, Minnesota, Ohio, Texas, 
and New Mexico for 13 years. He helped build a business that negotiates, and purchases over 3 million tons of feed per year for 
more than 300 dairies.  

Chad has a degree in finance and economics from Eastern Washington University. After this year, he will have 
earned enough “on job training” in psychology talking dairyman off the ledge, that he will answer to Dr. Walters 
as well as Chad.   
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“Why Excellence in Forage Production is Key to Long Term Dairy Success”

“Buying Feed in a Rapidly Changing Environment”

“Buying Feed in a Rapidly Changing Environment”
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Dairy Summit
“Barefoot on the Beach”

{Sat. 6:00pm – 9:00pm} 

Sponsored By: 
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Dairy Summit...
Sponsors
DNMC would like to thank our 
sponsors for their generous 
contributions to Dairy Summit 
2012. This event would not 
have been a success without 
their continued support. We 
deeply appreciate their 
willingness to help make 
our event one to remember. 
We couldn’t have done it 
without you!
          Steve Martin & Jay Thurman

Platinum Sponsors:

Gold Sponsors:

Silver Sponsors:

Bronze Sponsors:




